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A young woman's hopes of conquering the modelling world have been ruined after a horrific quad bike accident in the desert. The
25-year-old was left with severe facial injuries after the bike flipped on top of her as she climbed a sand dune on one of the
powerful rented machines. Natarajan, who has previously modelled in India alongside cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar, was on
holiday in the emirate from her home in Mumbai when the accident occurred.

The incident left her with burns to her face, a fractured nose and severe bruising. “l was driving up a steep dune when the bike
flipped over and fell on me. My face was crushed under the hot silencers of the bike and | was burned. | am now praying to God
that | can recover quickly and live my life again,” she told 7DAYS.

The model, who is also a student studying dentistry, said she was given no instructions on how to drive the quad bike by staff.
“There were no proper instructions about how to ride the bike properly or safely,” Natarajan said. “People need to be so careful
when driving them.”

Following the accident in the desert off the Oman-Hatta road, she was taken to hospital in Sharjah where she received specialist
treatment for her wounds. She has already had two plastic surgery operations and a number of skin grafts. “My modelling career
has been cut short and | have had to abandon a year of my studies. Insurance does not pay for the treatment as quad bikes are
classified as a dangerous sport. | have already spent dhs60,000 that | cannot afford,” she said.

Dr Mohan Rangaswamy, a plastic surgeon at Welcare Hospital in Dubai where she is undergoing treatment, said: “At the moment
she is recovering quite well, but it will all take a long time.”
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